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Genenal foucts

* Location: Situated in Eastern Croatia,
at the crossroads of Central Europe
and the Balkans.

* The area has been inhabited for over
5,000 years (home to the famous

Vucedol culture).

, BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

* |t gained the status of a ,,free royal oo geiome |
city" back in 1231, making it one of _ b o Sarajevo

the oldest cities in the region.

* \Vukovar is named after the Vuka River
("Vuka" + "Var" which means "town' in _ _
Hungarian). St mmapanh
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A sthalegic cveadread

* Because of its position on the Danube, Vukovar
was always a strategic military and trade point.

* [twas shaped by the Ottoman Empire and later the
Austro-Hungarian Empire, which gave the city its
unique Baroque architecture (Palaces, the Eltz
Manor and arched walkways).

* its position made it a frontline during various
conflicts, most notably in the 1990s, shaping the
city's identity as a symbol of courage and survival.

* Known globally for its heroic defense in the 1990s,
today, the Water Tower stands as a world-famous
symbol of victory and new life.




People & Multiculbwualism

Vukovar is famous for its
multiculturalism. For centuries, Croats,
Serbs, Germans, Hungarians,
Ukrainians and others have lived side-
by-side.

This mix of cultures is reflected in the
city’s many churches, traditional
costumes and local dialects.

Vukovar is a city where many languages
are spoken, but everyone understands
the language of hospitality. Vukovar is
known for Slavonian hospitality - where
every guest is treated like family and
nobody leaves with an empty stomach!
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Vukeuvan tedoy - ‘Cike,
Fun, and Recreatien

Ada

The sandy island on the Danube, a
"summer paradise" for swimming
and chilling in the shade.
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Forest climbing and le lines for all ages. Perfect for fam;il
amﬁ '_ 3 seekers. '

OGRADVUKOVAR MiroslaviSlathauzel
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Vukeuvan tedowy - Cige, Fun,
ol Receation

* Vukovar Film Festival: A unique festival
where films are screened on the Danube
shore.

e VukovArt - an open-air gallery where 3D
street art turns the city walls into
interactive masterpieces.

e Authentic Gastronomy: Taste the rich
flavors of Slavonia with traditional Fis-
paprikas (spicy fish stew), premium local
wines, and world-class cured meats.




Welceme te Vukovoa!

Vukovar is a city that remembers its
past but lives for the future. We
invite you to experience its soul for
yourself.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=pRP4llgzwy8



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pRP4IIgzwy8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pRP4IIgzwy8

Dragutin Tadijanovic
Elementary School



Our School

* Dragutin Tadijanovi¢ Elementary
School is located in Vukovar, a town
of rich history and cultural heritage.

* The school was founded in 1960 with
the original name being lvo Lola
Ribar Elementary School, and has
from its conception been an
important place for education and
upbringing.




A New Begining

e During the Homeland War in 1991, Vukovar suffered much destruction, which also
affected the school’s operation.

e After the peaceful reintegration of the Croatian Danube region in 1997, school life
started recuperating, students and teachers returning, and the community
rebuilding.

 Today, classes at our school are organized in both Croatian and Serbian
languages, establishing our school at the forefront of mutual respect, tolerance,
and coexistence.



Name Changes

* Today, our school bears the name of a
famous Croatian poet, Dragutin
Tadijanovié.

* |[n 2005, he personally agreed to allow

for our school to bear his name, and in
2007 this officially came into effect.

 The name of Dragutin Tadijanovic
symbolizes our school’s connection
with Croatian literature, culture, and
tradition.




School Structure

e Our schoolis made up of the following:

e Dragutin Tadijanovi¢ Elementary School (220
students) — main building

Elementary Music School (189 students) o . -
Branch school Luzac (8 students) I — .
Branch school Bogdanovci (24 students)
Dance and ballet school (30 students)

e Number of students: 471
* Number of employees: 105
 Classes take place on several separate locations.

 Many classes include special needs students with
individualized education plans (learning disabilities,
behavioral disorders) + Special Needs Class (2 students)

Music School



Projects &
Activities

At our school we have experience with
various projects and activities, including:

* History Class from Vukovar
* English Language Day

e Olympic Day

* Project Week

e Christmas Market

* Maths Night

* Roots

Students also participate in humanitarian,
cultural and educational projects.




E-Schools 20 - -

* I[n 2015 we joined the pilot project
,e-Schools”.

 The project aims to adapt
school’s business and
educational proceses to the
digital era of the 21st Century.

 Regional Educational Centre.

e Examples of good practice.




School Extension

e Qur main building is
currently in the process of
extension and
reconstruction.

* The projectinvolves
constructing new
classrooms, additional
educational spaces and
school facilities.

* The project aims to ensure
single-shift classes and
improve conditions for
studying and advancement
of both students and
teachers.
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PROJECT WEEK O <

@ Dragutin de novi¢ Elementary

School, Vukova
\
. \



e Systems thinking is an approach that
views phenomena as parts of a larger
whole rather than as isolated elements. It
emphasizes relationships, interactions,
Interdependence, feedback loops, and
long-term effects within a system.

* |n education, this means understanding
the school as a system in which students,
teachers, curriculum, parents, values, and
the wider community continuously ’
iInfluence one another.
/
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Project Week as a Systemic Educational

Model

Project Week is not
merely as a series of
workshops, but a
structured educational
system in action.

Each year, a common
theme provides a
unifying framework.

Different workshops
approach the theme
from diverse
perspectives.

Students work
collaboratively over
four days to create a

tangible final product.

On the fifth day, results
are presented to the
entire school and to

parents.

This structure reflects a
system composed of
interconnected
subsystems working
toward a shared goal.




Structure of the
System:
Process and
Interconnection

Theme Selection — Establishes the value-
based and curricular framework.

Workshop Design — Different perspectives
exploring the same central theme.

Collaborative Work - Teachers and students
work together.

Creation of Final Products — Concrete
outcomes of collective learning.

Public Presentation — Feedback from peers,
teachers, and parents.




Interdisciplinarity
and Holistic
Understanding

Complex social and educational
challenges are rarely linear.
Through thematic exploration:

»

A third may focus on artistic
expression.

One workshop may approach the
topic scientifically.

OO

A fourth may develop technical or
practical solutions.

Another may examine social
dimensions.

Students learn to see issues as
interconnected systems rather than
isolated problems. This fosters
critical thinking and long-term
understanding.



Inclusion
and
Democratic
Values in
Practice

A system functions best when diverse voices are included. Project Week supports:

Participation

Shared responsibility

Mutual dependence

Respect for diversity

When students contribute to decisions about themes, methods, or presentation formats,
democratic principles are enacted in practice rather than discussed abstractly.

Inclusion is embedded in the structure: all students participate, different abilities are valued,
and multiple forms of expression are legitimized.



Project Week represents a micro-model of the
§ school as a living system:

e Shared vision (annual theme)
e Interconnected learning processes
e Collaborative production
School as a lemg e Public accountability
System e Continuous reflection and improvement

* [t demonstrates how systemic thinking can be
integrated into educational practice, linking
curriculum, values, community engagement,
and institutional development.



THEMES FROM PREVIOUS YEARS...

School of the Future Energy

——

Entrepreneurship
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Projektni tjadan 2025,
Tema : OBITEL)
Radionica : OBITELN 2vE y KNJIGAMA

Zaugenike 5.-8. razreda

Voditeljice radianice : Nargisa Tuorek, lvana Veber, Blanka Cerig
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THE END

Thank you for your attention!

Questions?
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